
Client-Side Access Methods
Client-side access methods allow to access resources (i.e. files) on the client workstation where the viewer
runs from a script file that is executed on the Entire Screen Builder Server. 

When one of these methods fails, it returns an error code in NSW.errno . Otherwise, NSW.errno  is set
to NSW_NO_ERROR (0). See Error Codes for a list of all error codes. 

The following client-side access methods are available:

BrowseClientFile

CloseClientFile

CreateClientFolder

DeleteClientFile

DeleteClientFolder

ExecuteClientApplication

ListClientDirectory

OpenClientFile

ReadClientFile

SetClientFilePtr

SetCurrentClientFolder

WriteClientFile

1

Client-Side Access MethodsClient-Side Access Methods



BrowseClientFile
Display an Open File dialog box on the client. 

Syntax
BrowseClientFile( Filter , Name)

Parameters

Filter Defines the filter to be used for the dialog. If this parameter is not set, the following
default entry is used: 

All Files (*.*)|*.*||

Example for Microsoft Excel: 

szFilter = "Chart Files (*.xlc)|*.xlc|Worksheet Files (*.xls)|*.xls|
Data Files (*.xlc;*.xls)|*.xlc; *.xls|All Files (*.*)|*.*||"

For a full description of the filter string, go to http://msdn.microsoft.com/ and search
for "CFileDialog::CFileDialog". 

Name Any default name to be displayed in the Open File dialog box. If this parameter is not
set, the file name is initially empty. 

Description

The BrowseClientFile  method displays an Open File dialog box. A filter can be defined for the file
type, and the name of the file to be opened can be defined. 

Examples
szFileName = NSW.BrowseClientFile();
szFileName = NSW.BrowseClientFile("", "test.txt");
szFileName = NSW.BrowseClientFile("Text Files (*.txt)|*.txt|All Files (*.*)|*.*||");
szFileName = NSW.BrowseClientFile("Ini Files (*.ini)|*.ini|All Files (*.*)|*.*||", "test.ini");

Return Values

The file name selected by the user. This can then be used in other file access functions. 

If the user chooses the Cancel button, errno  is set to PROC_ERROR_NO_FILE_RETURNED and the
file name is set to blank. 
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CloseClientFile
Close a file on the client.

Syntax
CloseClientFile( Filehandle )

Parameters

Filehandle File handle returned by a previous OpenClientFile()  call. 

Description

The CloseClientFile  method closes the file that is identified by the given file handle. After this
method call, the file handle is no longer valid. 

Example
bReturn = NSW.CloseClientFile (hFile);

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.
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CreateClientFolder
Create a folder on the client.

Syntax
CreateClientFolder ( Foldername )

Parameters

Foldername The name for the new folder. 

Description

The CreateClientFolder  method creates a new folder. Its name is specified with the parameter 
Foldername. 

When an absolute path has been specified with the parameter Foldername (for example, c:/test), the folder
is created at the specified location. When a relative path has been specified (for example, my_new_folder),
the folder is created in the current folder. 

If this method fails (e.g.  no write access on the drive or the folder already exists), the method returns false
and the errno  property indicates the reason for the failure. 

Example
bReturn = NSW.CreateClientFolder ("C:/mydir");

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.
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DeleteClientFile
Delete a file on the client.

Syntax
DeleteClientFile ( Filename )

Parameters

Filename The name of the file to be deleted. 

Description

The DeleteClientFile  method removes the specified file from the disk. 

Example
bReturn = NSW.DeleteClientFile ("C:/mydir/test.txt");

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.
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DeleteClientFolder
Delete a folder on the client.

Syntax
DeleteClientFolder ( Foldername )

Parameters

Foldername The name of the folder to be deleted. 

Description

The DeleteClientFolder  method removes the specified folder. 

Example
bReturn = NSW.DeleteClientFolder ("C:/mydir");

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.
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ExecuteClientApplication
Execute an application on the client.

Syntax

When blocking is used:

ExecuteClientApplication ( Applicationname , Applicationparameters , Blocking [, Blockingtimeout ])

When blocking is not used:

ExecuteClientApplication ( Applicationname [, Applicationparameters ])

Parameters

Applicationname The name of the application that is to be started on the client. May be an
empty string. 

Applicationparameters Parameters to be passed to the application when it is started (String value). 

Blocking Boolean value. Default: false. 

Blockingtimeout Numeric value. Only used if Blocking is set to true. The number of
milliseconds the method is to wait before it returns. If not set, the method
waits infinitely. 

Description

The ExecuteClientApplication  method executes the specified application on the client. With the
second method parameter, you can pass parameters to the specified application. 

If Blocking is set to true, the method waits until the application has finished before it returns. If Blocking
is set to false, it returns immediately. 

The fourth parameter Blockingtimeout is only valid if Blocking is active. You can specify a timeout value.
If Blocking is active and no timeout value was specified, the method never times out. 

Example
bRet = NSW.ExecuteClientApplication ("excel", "c:\\program files\\test1.xls", true, 50000)

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.

If a timeout occurs, the method returns false and the property NSW.errno  will be set to
NSW_TIMEOUT_ERROR. 
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ListClientDirectory
Return all folders and files in a specific folder of the client.

Syntax
ListClientDirectory ( Foldername )

Parameters

Foldername A valid folder name or an asterisk (*). 

Description

The ListClientDirectory  method returns the folders and files in the specified folder. The list of
folders and files is returned as a string value. The items in the list are separated by newline ("\n")
characters. For a folder, the string "<dir>" is added to its name. For example: "temp <dir>". 

You can also call ListClientDirectory  with an asterisk (*) as the string argument. In this case, the
content of the current folder is listed. 

Example
SzFileList = NSW.ListClientDirectory ("C:/temp/*");

Return Values

A string containing all files in the specified folder.
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OpenClientFile
Open a file on the client.

Syntax
OpenClientFile ( Filename , Accessflag )

Parameters

Filename The name of the file to be opened. 

Accessflag Can be one of the following: 
NSW_READWRITE for read/write access. 
NSW_READONLY for read-only access. 

Description

The OpenClientFile  method opens the specified file (either with read/write access or read-only
access, according to the setting of the second parameter) and returns a file handle. 

Example
hFile = NSW.OpenClientFile ("C:/mydir/test.txt", NSW_READWRITE);

Return Values

The method returns a file handle. In case of an error, -1 is returned and the error code is set in 
NSW.errno . 
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ReadClientFile
Read the contents of a file on the client.

Syntax
ReadClientFile ( Filehandle )

Parameters

Filehandle File handle returned by a previous OpenClientFile()  call. 

Description

The ReadClientFile  method reads the contents of the file that is identified by the given file handle. It
starts at the position of the current file pointer and ends at the end of the file. The text from the file is
returned as a string. 

Example
szReturn = NSW.ReadClientFile (hFile);

Return Values

A string containing the text from the file. If an error occurs, an empty string is returned and the error code
is set in NSW.errno . 
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SetClientFilePtr
Set a pointer in a file on the client.

Syntax
SetClientFilePtr ( Filehandle , Positionflag [, Offset ])

Parameters

Filehandle File handle returned by a previous OpenClientFile()  call. 

Positionflag Can be one of the following: 
NSW_END_OF_FILE to point to the end of the file. 
NSW_START_OF_FILE to point to the beginning of the file. 
NSW_CURR_FILE_POS to point to the current position in the file. 

Offset Optional numeric parameter which may also be negative. Indicates the offset to the
position flag in bytes. 

Description

The SetClientFilePtr  method sets the file pointer position in the file that is identified by the file
handle. 

Example
bReturn = NSW.SetClientFilePtr (hFile, NSW_CURR_FILE_POS, 5)

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.
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SetCurrentClientFolder
Set a folder as the current folder on the client.

Syntax
SetCurrentClientFolder ( Foldername )

Parameters

Foldername A valid folder name. 

Description

The SetCurrentClientFolder  method sets the specified folder as the current folder. 

Example
bReturn = NSW.SetCurrentClientFolder ("C:/mydir");

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.
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WriteClientFile
Write a string to a file on the client.

Syntax
WriteClientFile ( Filehandle , Text )

Parameters

Filehandle File handle returned by a previous OpenClientFile()  call. 

Text A string to be written to the client file. 

Description

The WriteClientFile  method writes the string specified with the second parameter to the file that is
identified by the given file handle. It is written to the current file pointer position. 

Example
bReturn = NSW.WriteClientFile (hFile, "some nice text");

Return Values

True if the method was successful. False if there was an error.
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